FUCKING WITH THE SYSTEM:

In 2000, Lori Harfenist launched a show on NYC's public access
channel. The Resident was a radical, in-your-face approach to the
news. Since then, she's gone on to become one of YouTube’s original 75
content partners and a weekly journalist for RT Global News. Lori's
bubbly personality and sharp wit makes The Resident attention-
grabbing and entertaining, but it's her no-holds-barred questions
and brutally honest journalism that create an informative, thought-
provoking experience that’s not something you’'ll see anywhere else.
The Resident asks all the questions America needs, but leaves it up
to the viewer to decide the answers for themselves.

What is the mission behind The Resident?

It started out as therapy for me—a way to
vent my frustrations with soclety), then put it
out there on TV and the web to seé if anyone
else felt the same way | did about all the crap
out there, | had no mission or goal other than
to amuse mysell, vent, and be oreative. Some
of my first topics were completely frivalous,
like stupid fashion trends. Remember when
everyone had to wear a trucker hat? And now
girls are walking around with feathers stuck in
their hair? That kind of blind following drives
me nuks. It sguashes individualism and also
looks fucking stupid. 5o those were the kinds
of topics | started with. The response was posi-
bively cwerwhaelming; and It was so awesome
to hear that people felt the same way | do; 50
it drove me to keep on working at The Resi-
dent, It just became maore and more impartant
to me, so | started focusing on mare impartant
[tswes. ones | REALLY care about, like raclsm,
sacial injustice, and inequalithes in our soclety.
5a even though | never really sat down and
thought about having a mission, | guess | have
one, and it’s the one that's been with me since
| started railing against stupid fashion trends.
That is, to paoint ouwt the stupid shit in sacieby
that ultimately hurts us and takes away from
everything humanity could potentially be, We
shouldn't be allowed to get away with the stu
pid shit we try to pull, because we have more
potential than that,

What separates The Resident from the main-
stream newss

Maoney, Right now, I'm not financially. be-
haolden to any sponsor or investor, 5o | can say
whatever | want, whenever | want, and no
one is going to pull the plug. | hope to have
a lot more money and backing one day, to
have more resources at my disposal 5o 1 can
make a bigger impact and reach more people,
Also that'd allow me not to have to wear so
many hats, like | could focus more on writing
and less on lighting and sound and shit | don't
want to think about, Thea thing is, even though
not having a lot of financial backing and re
sources and a bigger reach sucks, the good
thing about being independent for so long is
that, when those things DO come, I'll have an
established base and maore of a voice in terms

of still petting to say what | want, |'ve worked
really fucking hard fer a long ime on my own,
sawhen the mainstream does come knocking,
it won't knock me down, and | wan't have to
sell out, And if it never comes, fuck ‘em. | just
hope ta reach as many people as | possibly can
while I'm daing this, because every time | hear
a new person say, “Maaaaaaan, thanks, | feel
exactly the same,” my soul feels a littke richer.

What sort of criticisms have you come under
in the past, and how do you deal with them?

The one valid piece of criticism I've heard
consistently and have tried to heed, Is that |
should foous my work more and not speak
to such a broad range of topics. When I'd go
from fashion trends to immigration issues, it
was hard for people to figure out wha | am
I've since focused more on hews and socio-
political commentary as a result of that. As for
the rest, fuck the oritics, man. 've heard it ALL
Having even a modicumn of popularity on the
web makes you vulnerable to a special kind
of crazy, People aren't talking to your face, so
they have all sorts of bravado and confidence
and say whatever the hell they want. At least
one person a week writes to me to tell me to
get more sleep because | have bags under mmy
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eves, Can | tell vou, | am a health nut, | run five
miles a day, | drink 70 cunces of water a day, |
eat really great foods, and 1 sheep at least eight
hours a night on average. | have fucking baggy
eves, [t runs in the famiby, This is how crazy pec
ple are, I've had people write in to tell me they
hope my father, who died of cancer a few years
ago, is rotting in the ground. I'm too fat, 'm too
skinmmy, I'm too opinionated, | have no orlginal
opinlans, 'm too left, Fm too center, Fm biased,
I don't do my research...| could show you a small
sample of crazy shit | gat just this week, but it
might make you feel bad for me. Hal Truth be
told, they don't get to me at this point, Mot at il
I can spat the orazy shit within the first line of an
emall or post, and then | just don’t read L. |'ve
formed an incredibly tough skin. It doesn't get
to me emationally amymare. | just think to nmy-
self, wiow, that person is a crazy fucking asshole,
another insecure or hurting jerk on the planst
that doesn’t deserve my time or thoughis
That's how | deal with it at this point | just have
na respect for them and move on, | mean, un
less it's truly walid criticism, which | am open to,
especially from people who actually know me
persanally, or from someone who approaches
me with the respect that | give to people | don't
kroaw. s just that every fucking moron thinks
they have a valid point, and 99% of the time
they don't. Fuck ‘em

What inspired you to become a joumalist?
What led to the creation of The Resident?

A5 | mentoned before, It was originally just
a way for me o vent my frustrations about so-
ciety, and as a way for me to create something
Being a journalist wasn't a goal, it just kind of
happened, | had been working in advertising
to pay the bills, and the pseudo-creativity in
that business is its own special brand of aveful-
ness. | needed to do something, amwthing, to
keep sane. So our agency was having this big
meeting where all the creative directors from
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all our offices from around the glohe wers
coming to our NYC office, and our creative di-
rector wanted to put together a funny video Lo
show how creative our office was—this was in
1999, the height of Web 1.0, before the bub-
ble. 50 our CD wanted someons to go araund
the streets of Manhattan asking people about
technology to show how dumb people were
when |t came to the web. Like asking people
what an MPS was, or how mary bytes were in
a gorilla-byte, stupid shit like that. | didn’t think
the idea sounded particularly fun, but who-
ever was going to be the person who made
the video was going to get out of the office for
a whole day, so | signed up for it. Working in an
office is the fucking warst, a death sentence
fior me. So | did it, and | loved it, and | kifled it;
and | was like,, wow, | want to do that again
Like, | can't stand people, but when | talked to
them on camera, something happened—| actu-
ally liked them and was interested in what they
were saving, and it gave me hope again for bu-
manity. 5o | bought a camera and just started
having my friends go out with me and shoot. |
had nointention of becoming a journalist, or for
it ta become my caresr; which is probably why |
love it 5o midch naw.

Hunter Thompson once said that objective
journalism iz virtually Impossible and nonex-
istent, do you agree or disagree? Why?

| totally agree. | think it's a no brainer, ac-
tually, People cant be objective po matter
what, journalists or otherwise, because we
are all walking around in our own little chemi-
cal soup, with our own little natural and nur-
tured responses, and we all experience life
events from our own perspective. The best
wWie can strive for s to constantly guestion our-
selves and constantly try to see things from
other people’s perspectives. The moment
vou're comvinced your way is the only way is
the moment you become one of the bad guys.
Like, you look at Fox MNews and they are so
fucking comvinced they are right and seeing
things objectively and everyone else is wrang,
and THAT'S what's wrong with them. They
hawe such an ocbvious agenda that they'll fol-
low into the ground, and that's just blatantly
wirang. We are all subjective ih our polnts of
view, and that's ok, just as long as we acknowi-
edge that and try our best to work around that
to see as much of the picture as possible,

How do you feel about the constant barrage
of celebrity-related news broadcast by the
mainstream media? Is there a place an the
nitwarks for entertalinment-related news, or
is it all superflupus?

The world is filled with C students, | guess
they need something to watch and focus on.
| used to think it was fun to poke fun at ce-
lebrities too, but it got old, fast. The argument
| st often hear, is that people need an es-
cape, that the world is full of war and poverty
and disease, sothe celebrity-crap is a great es-
cape and just good fun and that it's harmless, |
think that's a load of shit, personally. You need
an escape? Go read fucking Asimow. Watch
the Discovery Channel. It blow your mind
AMD entertain you, The celebrity shit-storm
is not an escape from the bad, it's just being
lazy. It's junk food for the brain, and it's giving
aur collective mind diabetes, There's nao fuck-
ing place on CNM or Fox Mews, or any other
network that purports to be serious journal-
isrn far a fucking Kardashian story or however
those idiots spell their name. Any news net-
work that cowers that shit deserves to have
people tune out. That's what E! is for: the C
students and lazy people,

The internet has not only invented a new
form of celebrity as others have noted, but
alzo a different kind of journalist. It's enabled
those who might not have previousty had a
voice to have open communication with an
entirely new audience. Do you think this s
good or bad?

| den't think | hawe anything new to say
an this topic, but it's both good and bad. It's
good because it provides a platform to capa-
ble, intelligent folks who would otherwise not
have access to an audience, 1t's bad because it
Increases the noise in our society to a whole
new level. Mozt of the shit on the internetis a
load of crap, and it's ingrained in a whole new
generation this idea of Celebrity as allHimpor-
tant. It's the end-goal now. It's not what you're
saving, but who's listening, It's not whether
you have talent, it's whether you have an au-
dience. It's mostly added a lot of nolse. But
people are stll the same. Smart, thoughtful
peaple will see through the bullshit, idiotic C
students will jump on the idiot bandwagon
Celebrity is 50 highly valued now that it's ac-
tually lost some of its meaning; which is ulti-
mately a good thing, | think. We're only at the
Hp of this cultural shift that technology has
wrought. | wish | could live another 200 years,
because the shift, that's anfy beginning now, is
seismic, Our generation’s reality is so based on
a cultural relic, the culture before the internet,
and sowe  can't possibly know the implica-
tons at this point, on the notion of celebnty
or atherwise.

What are your personal feelings in regards
to the relation between the American main-
stream media and our country’s consumerist
culture?

One is Ronald McDonald’s right hand, one
is hiz left, They make unhealthy shit together.
One pays the other, one spouts shit on behalf
of the other | don't really blame anyone for
it; it's just the C student thing again. | think
humanity has so much more patential than
Just short-term economic gain, but 'm not so
sure most pesple have the capacity to hope or

dream of mare. That was always the appeal of
Atlas Shrugged for me, that the truly capable
folks just yank themsehes out of sodety to fo-
cus on creating something bigger and better
for humanity and leave the C students to wal-
fow in their Mckardashian world.

Do you feel the bi-partisan system focus on
politics im this country is harmiful or beneficial?

It's awful, it's destructive, and people
fucking love it. It%s like a football game, our
team against theirs. The issues don't matter,
It doesn't even matter if you're from the town
that the team is from, People just pick their
teams and run with it. OF course it's harmiful,
it promotes thoughtless following, There are
never two sides to an issue, there are at least
three or four or 10. The media likes things in
black and white, pitting your team against
anather. It has nothing to do with reallty. I've
always thought our politicians, especially our
president, should be chosen by lottery, Mo
one gets to run, just every four years a social
security number is pulled from a hat and BAM,

youl're it It should be a job no one wants. It's
a service. It's like jury duty. Fuck, | got called
man, | goita go be president. Fuck. There are
na political parties; it's just a service you are
campelled to do.

Imagine that you are given the ability to rec-
reate the world as you see fit, and the only
limits are your own imagination. What do you
do? What's the kind of world you'd make?

Hahaha that's a really huge guestion; |
don’t even know where to beginl | guess [l
just say that | think people think in too short
a time frame in general. Humanity should be
focused on building shit for the next millen-
nia. We should be focusing on putting things
in place, not for our kids, but for humanity
a thousand years down the road. Let's think
of space travel and searching for what's out
there and bigger questions about spirituality
and astronomy and the space-fime continu-
urm. Let's find another dimension and see if it
has answers to unlock the other 908 of our
minds. People just focus on the span of their
owm lives, I'd like to see a world that focuses
on much bigger pictures, bigger time frames,
and bigger scales, working together as hu-
manity. Mot as Americans, not as Mushims,
not as corporations: as Homo saplens in the
galawy, That would be great, And if that were
the kind of world this was, | think I'd be a total
hippie in it, foousing on ydroponic vegetables
or samething. Ya dig?
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